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Westernisation   and Modernisation

VERY frequently Western Civilization is used in the sense of modern
civilization. There is the implication that the West is modern and
the East is ancient; and the westernization of the East means the
modernization of the East. The only sense in which a civilization
can be said to be modern is that its culture complexes have had a
recent, modern, origin. The West has radios and telephones, which
were recently invented, and hence the West is modern. But it is
not every home or individual in the West, however, that has to-day
the radio or the telephone. Are such ancient and Eastern? The
West is Christian, and Christianity is some two thousand years old.
Is the West modern, or ancient and Eastern? Modernization, in the
sense of the adoption of culture traits invented in recent times, is
going on both in the West and the East; both are being western-
ized, though in both there are many culture traits which are ancient
and Eastern.

Modernization cannot be good for the West and bad for the
East. Certain culture traits, whether ancient or modern, are good
and others bad, and their values fluctuate in time. The use of poison
gas in war is modern but bad; slavery was ancient but bad; the
wheel was ancient and good; the telegraph is modern and good.
Modernization is good or bad according to the culture trait con-
cerned, and not according as the culture area is East or West.